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Torge great deſign of this propoſal is to excite 


to frequent and fervent prayer for the fol- 


lowing important and neceflary bleſſings. - 


1. That the ſaving influences of the Holy Sp irit 


may be plentifully poured out on all the arches 


of Chriſt, and on theſe who miniſter to them in ho- 


Iz things: and that their own paſtors in particular, 
may be more and more qualified for, and aſſiſted and 
ſucceeded in their hag God will be enquired ' _ 
ol by the houſe of Iſrael to do for them theſe . | 
Ezek. xxxvi. 37-; and ſurely the languiſhing ſtate 
of religion in many places, loudly calls upon us to 


plead with the Father of mercies, Wilt thou. not 


< revive us again, that thy people may rejoice in 
cc thee. ”” 


5 gofpel may be preached to all nations; 


and that the efforts now making by Chriſtians of 


different denominations, in Britain and the Ameri- 
can States, for ſpreading it among the heathen, may 


be crowned- with abundant ſucceſs. Expreſs your 


gratitude to God, ye whom he hath covered with 
the robe of righteouſneſs, by reſolving in his 
ſtrength : For Zion's ſake, I will not hold my 
„ peace, for Jeruſalem's ſake, I will not reſt, until 


«« the righteouſneſs thereof go forth as brightneſs, 
and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp that burneth ; 


«and the Gentiles ſhall ſee thy righteouſneſs, and 
«all kings thy glory. Ye that make mention of 


p © oe the 
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e the Lord, keep not filence, and give him no reſt, 
4 till he eſtabliſh, and till he make Jeruſalem a praiſe 


« in the earth, 1 Iſa. Ixi. 10. Ixii. 1, 2, 6. Your 


cloſet prayers are criminally defective, if you for- 
get that model of them which Chriſt taught his diſ- 
eiples; and ſeldom put up earneſt ſupplications, 


„Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy 


% name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done in 
* earth as it is in heaven.” Many are the promi- 
ſes in the ſacred oracles, that all the ends of the 
enn ſhall remember and turn to the Lord; the 
fpiritual blindneſs of Ifrael ceaſe; the falſe prophet | 
no mote deceive; and the myſtical Babylon fall, | 
never again to ariſe. Bring theſe promiſes, 5. 
Chriſtian, to a throne of grace; and plead, © Re- 


* member, O Lord, thy word to thy ſervant, on 


which thou haſt cauſed me to hope.” If the full 
_ accompliſhment. of theſe promiſes is more remote, 
than many of the pious and benevolent flatter them. 
 felves; prayer for it however, will not be in vain, 
and may find a ſpeedy anſwer in ena and fore- 
taſtes of theſe happy events. 


3. That God may long preſerve, and eminently 


bleſs our Sovereign King George, in his perſon, fa- 
mily, and government : that all the open attempts, 
or ſecret deſigns of foreign or domeſtic foes, againſt 
theſe lands, and our excellent civil conſtitution, may 
be diſappointed : that all ranks may return to him 
from whom they have deeply revolted: that God 
may yet awake for us; and make our habitations 
peaceful and proſperous :- and that wars in every 
country may ſoon be terminated, by an N 
ſafe, and laſting peace. 


Such interceſhons are enjoined i in forcible and em- 


phatic language, 1 Tim. ii. I,—4. I exhort there- 

< fore, that firſt of all, ſupplications, prayers, interceſ- 

< ftons, and giving of thanks, be made for all * | 
bc for 


1 

* for kings, and all that are in authority; that we 
% may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godli- 
* neſs and honeſty ; for this is good and do 
“ in the ſight of God, who will have all men to be 

© ſaved, aud to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
. God's ancient people were commanded, Jer. xxix. 7. 
1 geek the peace of the city, whither I have cau- 
© ſed you to be carried away captive, and pray un- 
to the Lord for it: for in the peace thereof ye 
ce ſhall have peace.” Much more are we bound to 
pray for a government, to which; under God, we 
are indebted for the ſecurity of our perſons, our 


: property, and our "rages and Hberties civil and ſa- 
ered. 
The preſent Joy is, in many | ebfriatts, a ar of 
clouds and thick darkneſs. Without are fightings 
and within are fears. Mournful has been our ex- 
| perience, bow little confidence can be placed in an 
arm of fleſh. - What calamities have we cauſe to 
dread, if, in puniſhment of our ſins, God give us up 
to the will of our enemies? Solomon s prayer, 
2 Chron. vi. 24, 25. exactly ſuits our caſe, © If thy 


« people be put to the worſe before the enemy, be- 1 


© caufe they have ſinned againſt thee, and hall re- 

turn, 201 -canfeſs thy name, and pray, and make 

ſupplication before thee: then hear thou from the 
% heavens, and forgive the ſin of thy people.” To 
fuch ſupplications we are encou raged by the promiſe, 
2 Chron. vii. 14. If my people, which are called 
by my name, ſhall humble themſelves, and pray, 
% and ſeek. my face, and turn from their Wicked 
ways: then will I hear from W and . 
their in, and heal their land. 


IB. 
171 is n recommended, chat Chriſtians mould 
ſpend ſuch time Saturday evenings, or Sabbath 
A 3 morn- 


» 
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mornings or evenings*; and on the firſt Tueſdays of 
January, April, July, and October, as they judge 
convenient, and confiſtent with other duties, in join- 
ing their prayers, ſecret or ſocial, for theſe import- 


ant bleſſings, with the Prayers of their brethren 1 in 


other parts. 
Veneration for canonical hours is the o prin g 


of ſuperſtition, not the leſſon of ſeripture or ſound 


reaſon; and it is preſumptuous arrogance to ſtamp 


on any other day, or any part of ſuch day, that ſanc- 


tity which belongs only to the Sabbath. Yet we 


_ ought not to forget a melancholy truth— What 
men apprehend they can do equally well at all 
times, though they acknowledge it juſt and neceſ- 
ſary, they are often apt to do at no time. The 
pious therefore act wiſely, in ſecuring the regular 
performance of important duties, by fixing ſtated 
times for it; leſt otherwiſe they mould be put off 
from hour to hour, and from day to day, and thus 


in a great meaſure neglected. Every one muſt in- 
deed judge for himſelf, what times he can moſt con- 


veniently fix for devotional exerciſes, and. on what 
occaſions it may be proper to alter them, or to dif- 


pence with them. Yet there can be no harm, there 


may be advantage, when a teacher or friend, with 


out binding his opinion on another man's conſcience, 
points. out times as more generally fit to be choſen,. 


from the greater leiſure they afford, or from other 
favourable citcumſtances, though. not as abſolutely 
neceſſary, or invariably fit. But when particular | 
ſeaſons are propaſed for 1 — prayer, it is not 
meant, that a duty in which we ought to abound at 


all times, ſhould be confined to theſe ſeaſons :.or that 


men ſhould ſcruple, when called in providence, to 
1 theſe ſeaſons ! in a different manner, though 


then 


* Each one can beſt Judge which of theſe ſrafors 1s to hm 


preterable. 


ing or evening, are times when people are, or, if 


1 


then 1t may be proper, as ſoon after as they have opy- 
portunity, to engage in that exereiſe. T9] 
Saturday evening, and eſpecially Sabbath morn- 


they pleaſe, may be moſt free from worldly buſineſs. . 


When they have the near proſpect of attending up- 


on the ordinances of God's appointment, the influ. 
_ ences of grace ſhould be implored ; without which, 
no ſaving benefit can be derived from ordinances. . 
On Sabbath evenings, Chriſtians often feel the hap- - 
py effects of. the ſanctuary. ſervices in which they 
were engaged. The love to their God and Saviour, 


aud the benevolence to their fellow men, which ex= 


cite to fervent interceſſion, are then inflamed, and 
the faith which encourages in it is ſtrengthened. 
. Though it is not pretended, that the quarterly ſea- 
ſons have the ſame intrinſic fitneſs, yet interceſſions 
may be put up, with greater application and ſolem- 
nity, at periods neither too near nar too diſtant; 


and miniſters may then ſtir up their hearers; and 


the members of Chriſtian ſocieties encourage one a- 
nother to theſe duties more fully, and to greater ad- 


vantage than other duties would admit doing on e- 


very return of the weekly Sabbath. The firſt Tueſ- 


day of every quarter of a year was preferred to the 


firſt Monday, becauſe weekly ſermons are more fre- 
quent on Tueſdays; and by public inſtructions and 
devotions, Chriſtians. might be better prepared for 
interceſſions in their cloſets, in their families, or in 
 praying-ſocieties. Often we are unavoidably hin- 
dered from meeting in the ſame place with dear fel- 
low Chriſtians, with whom we would gladly join in 
ſupplications and interceſſions. But we may have 
Teal fellowſhip with them, when, however diſtant 


from us in place, our prayers harmoniſe with theirs, 


and at or near the ſame time come up with accept- 
ance on God's altar, Devotion is enlivened and a- 
8 3 © _.. pimated, 


6 ave loudly called to bumiliation, ng and pray- 


* 
nimated, when we refte& that thouſands are joining 


us in putting up the fame petitions, and in pleading: 
the ſame promiſes; and that Jeſus hath ſaid, If even 
* two of his diſciples ſhall agree on earth, as touch- 


ing any thing that they ſhall aſk, it ſhall be done 


on for them of his Father which i is in heaven,” Matth. 


n 
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unprecedented, and may think that a ſufficient 


ground for condemning it, as whimſical or ſuperſti- 


tious. But when vital piety languiſhes, it would be 


'rafh'to-conchulle that no means ought to be uſed for 
reviving it which have not been uſed formerly. 


If, however, we were to adopt that raſh concluſion, | 
9 would not militate againſt the prefent 


propoſal. : 
Fargue not from days of faſting appointed by pub- 


He authority. I rather obſerve, that in times of 
national danger and diſtreſs, private Chriſtians, by 
mutual 


fervor, implored the merey of Ged. In che end of 


agreement, have, with greater frequency and 


"Queen Ann's reign, when many apprehended dan- 


ggerous ſchemes in favours of a Popiſh Pretender, 


there was printed at London, and republiſhed here, 
A ſerious call from the city to the country, to 


join with them, in ſetting apart ſome time every 
Tuefday morning, for Glewn feeking. of God, 


each in his cloſet, now in this fo critical-a junc- 


ture. At that time, theſe interceſſions of ma- 
ny of the people of God, were foon turned into 
- the voice of joy and praife, by the happy ſuccefſion 
of the illuſtrious bels of Hanover to the Britiſh 
throne. 


N this city, <A ſhort view of the fins and corru ptions 


gth March 1732, there was publiſhed in 
of the preſent times, for which the Lord's: people 


5 er. 79 


and the haſtening of the glory of the latter days, 
ſuch part of Saturday evening and Sabbath morn- 
ing, and of the firſt Tueſday of each quarter of that 


1 


ter.“ In that paper, the firſt Tueſday of every 
month, and the morning and evening of every Lord's 
day were recommended for theſe exerciſes. The 

recommendation was renewed in * A Propoſal anent 
*« the expediency of frequent prayer and faſting at 
* this juncture, Edinburgh 14th January 1735.” 
-In the beginning of the war 1756, when Pro- 


vida ſeemed to take part with our enemies, and 
one public diſaſter quickly followed another, ſeveral 
Church of England clergymen agreed to ſpend from 

eight to nine o'clock Lord's day evenings, in depre- 
_ cating the judgments with which we were then 


threatened. They were ſoon joined by many of the 


laity in moſt parts of the kingdom, God turned 
their mourning into gladneſs, and granted victory 
aftex victory to the Britiſh arms, till our enemies 
were willing to be at peace. 
er was much promoted by An earneſt invitation : 


That concert for pray- 


© to the friends of the eſtabliſhed church, to join 25 


© with ſeveral of their brethren, clergy _— laity, i in 


66. London, for prayer and ſupplication, during the 
cc preſent troublous times. The Kev. Mr Romain 


was ſuppoſed the author. On another occaſion of 


public calamities and hazard, December 1778, the 
earneſt invitation was reprinted at London; as it has 


lately been, for ſimilar cauſes, in this city. 


The ſtate of the nation has not however | the 
only occaſion of ſuch concerts. They have often 


originated from a pious and benevolent zeal for the 
advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom. In Oc- 
tober 1744, a number of miniſters in Scotland 


agreed to ſpend in prayer, for the revival of religion 


year, 2s might not interfere with other duties.. In 


Auguſt 1746 — pee a memorial, propoſing 


the. 
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the continuance of the concert for ſeren years lon- 


ger. Near 500 copies of the memorial were ſent 


to New England, and had conſiderable effect 
Similar reſolutions were adopted 1784 and 1726, by 


_ diflenters in England of different denominations. 


A laudable and more than ordinary zeal has lately 
appeared in Britain. and the American ſtates, for the 
advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom. Money 
has been contributed, and ſubſcriptions ſet on foot, 
for diſtributing pious books, erecting ſchools for 
the education of poor children, and ſending miſſion- 5 


aries among the heathen. 


Several miniſters, convinced that whoever plant 


1 br water, God alone can give the increaſe, met, 
11794 fit at Lebanon in Connecticut, renewed the con- 
| | cert for prayer propoſed in the memorial from Scot- 
land 746, and agreed on meaſures for carrying the 

objects of it into more full and 


nt effet. 
The Rev. Mr King of Norwich in Connecticut, and 
Mr Auſtin at Elizabeth-town in New Jerſey, were 
appointed agents for the concert, and twenty-two. 
other clergymen, in different American ſtates, were 
nominated as a Committee of correſpondence, to re- 


ceive advice, and to tranſmit it to the agents. Ano 
ther meeting at Norwich in Connectieut, September 


1794, drew up a circular letter, which was figned 
by twenfy-three miniſters. It requeſts the mini- 
ſters to whom it was addreſſed, to ſignify their 


own concurrence, and to ſolicit that of others: and 


expreſſes hopes that the concert might commence 
the firſt Tueſday of January, or, at fartheſt, of April - 


1795. The letter was favourably received by 


many reſpectable miniſters, of almoſt every deno- 


mination, in moſt of the American ſtates, and an 


aſſociation in Hartford county, Connecticut, and the 
| Synod of New York and New Jerſey, ſigniſied their 


| 1 concurrence. A more particular account fe 
_ 8 


ts) 
theſe fads was publiſhed by the agents, in a ſecond 
circular letter, December 1794 ; ; and the Evangeli- 
cal Magazine, May 1795, has given the public. the 


ſubſtance of the moſt important facts and reaſonings 


ia both du, with — — page I * 
_ 


Tux general advantages of u N prayer 
: have oe ably argued 1 11 Dr Charters's ſociety ler- 


: and the arguments for the propoſed art i 
it ſolidly an- 


Kat - Rated, and the objeQions' to : 
ſwered, in preſident Edwards“ Humble attempt to 


e promote prayer for the revival of re religion + of 
which the Rev. Mr Sutcliffe has lately publiſhed -- 


a cheap edition. Let there are few 7 which 4 


bave been leſs ineuleated from the pulpit or the 
preſs. Thoſe who think it may ſometimes be proper 
ia ſermons, to call the 2 attention to that ſub- 
jeQ, and to unite their efforts with theſe of their 
| brethren, ſhould chooſe a ſeaſon when churches 
probably may be full; as the firſt Sabbath of Sep- 
tember in country charges, and the laſt Sabbath of 
December, or feſt Sabbath of January, 1 in towns. 
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* Dr Charters 8 * on Interceſſion, and inſtruction concern- 
ing Oaths, may be had at the op of * Ogle. 8 


TIN IS. 


